
Patently Amazing: 

Finding Your Family 

in Patent Records 

Patent case files offer a unique genealogical perspective, as they contain 

biographical information, show intellectual pursuits, and detail the products your 

ancestors created or improved upon. Learn what information is available and how 

to access the over 4 million case files held by the National Archives.  

Christopher Magee has worked as an archivist with National Archives at Kansas 

City since 2010. His primary roles include providing reference services, creating 

series descriptions, and digitizing records.  Prior to coming to the National 

Archives, he held positions at the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History in 

Austin, Texas; the Heritage and Research Center in Yellowstone National Park; and 

the Arizona Historical Foundation in Tempe, Arizona.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts 

in History and American Studies and a Master of Science in Information Studies 

from the University of Texas at Austin. 
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